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Kazakhs Returning to
Ancient Turkic Roots
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Gulnara

Omarbekova

Dr. Gulnara Omarbekova discusses Kazakhstan’s preparations for shifting from the Cyrillic to
Latin alphabet and compares them with other Turkic speaking countries. In October 2017,
the Kazakhstani government signed a decree on a new Latin-based alphabet. However, this
decree caused serious discussion in Kazakhstani society. The discussions incorporated many
different segments of the population: scientists, teachers, students, engineers, economists,
and others. Widespread discussion led it to be one of the most democratic events in
Kazakhstan’s history.

Th u rSday ? MarCh 14 ? 2019 Kazakhstan has undergone a huge transformation after gaining its
independence from the Soviet Union.The country has a new,modern capital
- ) MarSha I I 490 and a new form of government. Paradoxically,part of the process of

modernization involves returning to its ancient Turkic roots, including shifting
to the Latin alphabet like other Turkic-speaking countries.Dr.Gulnara
OTTECEO SSDe A B RE A ORARSCIENGES Omarbekova,Associate Professor of the Department of Kazakh Language

2 . and Turkic Studies at Nazarbayev University in Astana,Kazakhstan,will share
School of N‘.]dd!e Easj:ern her impression of the cultural changes her country has undergone since the
& North African Studies late 20th Century.
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ApﬂsoHa VYHUBEpCHUTETIHAE

¢ Hasap6aeB VHHBepchen I{asal{ T1AL JKOHE TYpKl TlAAepl A@HapTaMCHTlHlH
O

yHI/IBepCI/ITeTlHIH (AKLLD), Taﬂy IHbIFbIC 3epTTeyAep opTaAbH‘bIHbIH (CMES)
apHaibl ITAKppybiveH 2019 KBIAbr HAYPEI3 AHBIHAQ ICKEPAIK CATTapAA OOABIII
Kairrrer. Camap GapbIChIHAZ aMEPUKAABIK OIAIM Oepy KYHECIHIH, YIII ACHICHIHAE,
AFHU OpTa MEKTEII, KOAACAXK KOHE APHU30OHA YHUBEPCUTETI MATUCTPAHTTAPHI KIHE
OKBITYIIIBIAAPEIMEH KE3AECY OTTI.

° ApwusoHa yHEHBepcHTETIHIH Ka3aK My3BIKAChIH 3epTreyiml, mpodeccop Axenaudep
Iloctien ke3aecri.

® Apu30HA YHUBEPCHTETIHAE TYPKI TIAAEPIHE KBISBIFYIITBIABIK TAHBITKAH
MATACTPAHTTAPMEH KE3AECY OOAABL.

® VuuBepcurer OKprrymsiaapeiaa «KasaKrap exkeAri TYPKL TAMBIPBIHA OPAAYAQ» ATTHI
TAHBICTEIPBIABIM 7KACAAABL.




At Arizona University




* Ceeppa Bucraaafsr Kounc KoFamaslK koareakiaae «KasaKcran:

KO3 KYTIPTII, KEACIIIEKKE KapaliMBI3» ATThl TAHBICTEIPBIABIM OTTI.

OTKCHIC




At Cochise Community College

| umnsgu: LOOKING
THE PAST,
LOOKING T0 THE FUTUE

1. Infroduction:
* Multidimensional Identity of the Kazakhstani sfate
2.Legal Aspect:
* The key legislation tegulating the language policy
3. Political Aspect;
2jor government entify overseeing the language policy




® Cholla opTa MekTe01 OKyIIeIAapbIMEH Ka3aKCTaHABIK
. O1AIM OEpPY KYHEC] :KOHE TIA CAACATHI TyPaABl dHTIMEAECY
caFaTel OTTL.
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